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Introduction

This finding aid describes a collection of publications, legal papers, legislation and other printed
materials relating to the 1925 Church Union. The records are mainly examples of material
produced by the various committees on union of the Presbyterian Church in Canada, 1907-1925,
along with publications supporting the union with the Methodist, Congregational and Local
Union Churches which resulted in the formation of the United Church of Canada on June 10th
1925. It is likely that these documents were first collected by Austin L. Budge as convener of
the Historical Committee, and that the original collection was added to by small deposits,
possibly including deposits after 1973. The collection was given a preliminary listing around
1977. During the re-cataloguing material issued by the Presbyterian Church Association was
transferred to that collection (Accession #1982-1003).

Related records can be found at the United Church Archives and in the records of the Board of
Administration (Accession #1973-1007), the Presbyterian Church Association (Accessions #1973-
1003 & 1982-1003) and in records of congregations, presbytenes and synods]! There—are—atso

scrapbooks, re-mounted and indexed by Gordon Allison in 1989, which—areheld-in—the Reference
- Colfertiorof-the Presbyiceian ATehives.

The records were re-catalogued by Kim Arnold and Elspeth Reid in October 1988, Yo sercephoris wek
e~ -l ba Cowlon livew o= 1GE
The finding aid is listed as FA-UNION. Moetehemd imdaek By ¢ Vs

Historical Sketch

The movement towards church union which resulted in the formation of the United Church of
Canada in 1925 began in 1902 when three delegates of the General Assembly to the General
Council of the Methodist Church issued an invitation to the Methodists to consider church union.
The impetus for union came mainly from western Canada where the churches felt that they were
competing with each other unnecessarily. A joint committee on church union was appointed
with representatives from the Methodist and Presbyterian Churches and later representatives
from the Congregational Church and the Local Union Churches also participated. Opposition
towards union was organized through the Presbyterian Church Association in the Presbyterian
Church: there was little organized opposition in any of the other Churches. The union was
consummated on June 10th 1925 but about a third of the Presbyterian Church declined to enter
the union.

Many books and articles have been written about the 1925 Union. Recent monographs whic-:h
should be consulted for a more detailed account of the union and the events leading up to it
include:

John Moir Enduring Witness (1975)
N.K. Clifford The Resistance to Church Union in Cangada 1904-1939 (1985)

Scope and Contents Note

" This collection of material relating to the 1925 Church Union is an artificial collection

comprising approximately 0.5 metre of pamphlets, legal papers and other printed papers. The
material is grouped in files which are listed under the name of the committee which produced it:
the correct names of the various union committees have been used. Pamphlets are listed in
alphabetical order of title within each file. The files of union committees are listed in
approximate chronological order and are followed by anonymously published pamphlets. The
legal papers and copies of legislation are listed after the Committee files along with three files
relating to the union proceedings in 1925. ML CAlclian  wnclmctm  Haie Acvenlecoes  evameot-
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File No. Date Description

1973-1029-1-1 1916 Committee on Union
Resolutions of the Committee on Union
adopted by the General Assembly, June
14 1916, 1p.

1973-1029-1-2 [ca. 1916] Committee on Church Union
Minority Report of the Committee on
Church Union. 1p.

1973-1029-1-3 [ca. 1915-1925] Committee on Church Union - Pamphlets

A Message from The Committee gn
hurch he Ministers, Elders, Member

and Adherents of the Pr rian
Church in Canada [ca. 1925]; 6pp.

The Church Union Movement, The
Present Situation, [ca. 1915]; 4pp.

Statement as he Assembly’s Action on
Church Union n.d.; 8pp.; n.d,; 4pp.

Circular 2pp.
1973-1029-1-4 1921-1922 . Union Committee of the Presbyterian

Church - Pamphlets |
Copy mitniutes

1973-1029-1-5 [ca. 1920-1925] Presbyterian Church Union Movement
Committee
If Church Union is Not mm

Now - What? n.d.; 2pp.
The Task of Unity n.d,; 4pp.
Another Vote on Church Union n.d.; 4pp.

The Need of Church Union B rou
of Presbyterians n.d.; 6pp. [see 1973-1029-
1-14]

How Far Has the Church Gone Towards
Union? n.d.; 4pp.

Has Dr. Drummond Found the Way? n.d.;
4pp.

Is Further Conciliation Possible? George
C. Pidgeon; n.d.; 4pp.

A Catechism on Church Union in Canada
n.d.; 4pp.

Organic Union of the Presbyterian,
Methodist and Congregational Churches

with the Dominion of Canada Address by
Rev. Edmund H. Oliver, Principal of

Presbyterian Theological College,
Saskatoon; 1923; 16pp.




1973-1029-1-6 1924 The Church Union Committee - Pamphliets

The Things That Matter in Church Union
Prof. R.E. Welsh [192-]; 7 pp.

Presbyterians Stand by Union
(Broadsheet Ip.)

1973-1029-1-7 1907-1908 Joint Committee on Church Union
: Represents the Presbyterian, Methodist and
Congregational Churches
Proceedings, 1907 (Third Conference),
1908 (Fifth Conference)

1973-1029-1-8 1921-1922 Joint Committee on Church Union
Copy minutes

1973-1029-1-9 1908-1924 Joint Committee on Church Union
Basis of Union of the United Church of

Canada as Prepared h in
Committee on Church Union and Applied
by the Presbyvterian Church in Canada,
The General Conference of the Methodist
Church, The Congregational Church of
Canada, also a Brief Historical Statement
Nov. 1924; 34pp.

Basis of Union of the United Church of

Canada as Pr r h in
Committee on Church Union Represents
the Presbyterian hodi n

Congregational Church, Together With a
Brief Historical Statement 1922; 30pp.

D men I on he Joint

Committee gn Church Union Represents

the Presbvterian, Methodi n
Congregational Churches and Submitted
to the Churches as a Possible Basis of

Union: Togelher with g Brief Historical
Statement [ca.1908); 37pp.

1973-1029-1-10 [ca.1913] Joint Committee

Survey of Church Conditions in the
Dominion of Cangda Made by a Joint

Committee of the Methodist
Congregational and Pr rian

Churches [ca. 1913]; 52pp.

1973-1029-1-11 1924 Joint Committee on Church Union

Bulletin on Church Union, Jan., Feb,,
Sept. 1924



1973-1029-1-2

1973-1029-1-13

[ca. 1917-1925]; 1977

[ca. 1923-1925]

S TREET WfE W IREUTE WLTEEC R LTS

Joint Committee on Church Union

A Call for a Day of Prayer With
Suggested Readings [192-]; 3pp.

Co-operation and Union in the
Congregational, Methodist and
Presbyterian Churches in Canadga 1923;
21pp.

Suggested Plan for Local Union Changes
1917; 11p.

Agreement for Co-operation 1977; 16pp/

Method of Taking the Vote on Church
Union Under a) The Provincial Act b)
The Federal Act in the Province of
Saskatchewan [192-]; 10pp.

Method of Taking the Vote on Church
Union Under a) The Provincial Act b)
The Federal Act in the Province of
Quebec [192-]; 8pp.

Joint Committee on Church Union: Bureau
of Literature and Information Pamphlets

Our Congregation and the United Church
of Canada [192-}; 2pp. (2 copies)

The Cry for Another Vote l4pp.

A chism on Church Union No. III
1924; 8pp.

A Catechism on Church Union [192-]; 8pp

The Church and the Spirit 4pp.

ion and the Basis of Union 6pp.

The Valley of Decision Rev, George S.
Carson [192-]; 4pp.

You will Agree [192-]; 2pp.

Church Union in Canada: An Estimate
of Dr. Morrow’s Bogk Rev. John T.
McNeill [192-]; 15pp.

Church Union: Extracts From Minutes of

Presbyterian General Assembly [192-];

14pp.
The Fundamentals 1924; 1p.

A Scottish Presbyterian and Church

Union in Canada Rev. Prof. JM. Shaw
1925; 8pp.

Analysis of Votes in Church Union and

Numericgl Strength of the United Church

of Canada [192-]; 4pp.
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Press Bulletin on Church Union 1923;
4pp.

Uniting Three United Churches Rev.
William Gunn [192-]; 16pp.

Outline Sermons and Addresses on
Church Union and the United Church of
Canada 1924; 16pp.

The Final Vote [192-]; 2pp.

A Choice and a Challenge [192-]; 4pp.

A Message From Scotland 1924; 2pp.

A Vision of Unity [192-]; 2pp.

The Gospel of Anti-Unionism [192-]; 2pp.
The Fate of Anti-Unionism [192-]; 2pp.

Church Union and the Bill; A Popular

Digest and Discussion [192-]; 16pp. (2
copies)

The Pr t f Montreal thr hi
Church Union Committee places the
Issues of the Vote before the Members of
h ngr ions within i nds;
Read and Decide [192-]; 4pp.

1973-1029-1-14 [ca. 1900-1925] Church Union - Pamphlets - Anonymously
Published

The Task of Unity [192-7]; 4pp.

Organi¢c Church Union (anti-union) [192-
71, 14pp.

The Need of the Presbyterian Church by a

Group of Presbyterians (see 1973-1029-1-5)
[192-?]; 14pp.

Church Union and "Union" Churches
Rev. W.D. Hasell [192-7]; 1p.

Church Union: Ap Opportunity and a

Duty By a Group of Presbvicrians {192-7);
16pp. (2 copies)

Church Union: Montreal Laymen
Organize to Advance the Cause [ca. 1903];
4pp.

The Presbytery of Owen nd Places the
Issues of the Vote Before the Members of
its Congregations {192-]; 4pp.




1973-1029-1-15

1973-1029-1-16

1973-1029-1-17

1973-1029-1-18

1973-1029-1-19

1973-1029-1-20

1973-1029-1-21

1973-1029-1-22

1973-1029-2-1
1973-1029-2-2

1973-1029-2-3

[ca.1923-1925]

[192-]

1926

[192-]

1923

1924

[192-]

1924-1926

1925
1925

1925
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Maps of Local Unions
Diagramatic maps of Manitoba,
Saskatchewan, Northern Ontario and the
Presbytery of Halifax showing the
relative strength of Unionists and non-
concurrents [disputed by the Presbyterian
Church Association}].

Toronto returns
Typescript list of items on the vote
among congregations.

Legal Cases
Typescript copies of legal cases
concerning legacies from the John
Ferguson Estate to the Presbyterian
Church in Canada and the property
settlements at St. Luke’s, Salt Springs,
Nova Scotia

Legal Case: John D. Cunningham et al v.
George C. Pidgeon et al
Statement of Claim, Writ of Summons,
Order and other legal papers: case
relates to attempt to prove illegality of
union involving the Presbyterian Church

Legislation
Memorandum showing proposed changes
in Draft legislation submitted by the
Legal Sub-Committee after consultation
with Counsel

Legislation
Minutes of the Select Standing Committee
on Miscellaneouns Private Bills

Provincial Legislation
Acts & Bills from the Provincial
Legislatures of New Brunswick, Nova
Scotia, Quebec, Ontario, Manitoba,
Saskatchewan and British Columbia.

Federal Legislation
United Church of Canada Bills

United Church of Canada Act

Protest to General Assembly, 9 June 1925
Typescript list of signatories to protest
(see 1982-1003-3-17 Presbyterian Church
Association for original)

Order of Service: Inaugural Service of the
United Church of Canada, 10 June 1925

37pp.



1973-1029-2-4

1973-1029-2-5

1973-1029-2-6

1973-1029-2-7

[ca. 1925]

[ca. 1925-1927]

[ca. 1925-1927]

[ca. 1925-1927]

N TR LA LT AR R RSy

Subscription to the Basis of Union by the
Members of the First General Council of the
United Church of Canada

Scrapbook
{Oversize) Re-mounted (but not
photocopied) 1989, Gordon Allison

Scrapbook
(Oversize)

Scrapbook
(Oversize)
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Scrupbook on Church Union

Pelge 1
Page 2
3
Puge L
5
6

Pegre

Page 7
Puge 8
Puge 9
Pusre 10
Puge 11

Page 12
13,14

Article entitled "Church Union « efforts ut conciliation”
by Rev. Robert J. Drummond, December, 1927

Article ertitled "The Junsenista" from The Christian
Irishman (undated)

Article "Murred and Mude Agalr™ from The Presbyterian
Churchman, March, 1928

Photo of Rev. G. L. Studdank Fennedy, ard & brief
uccount of his deuth, The Toronto Telegram

L Tmwrence Incldent, March 29, 1929
Brief blograuphy of Rev. George Kyle Bamford

Article entitled "Premier King and Religion®
FPebruery <1 1929

Pumphlet from Kew Betch Presbyteriun Church about
Methoalist doctrine

Extruet from & letter to The Globe by R. S. Cussells
entitled "The legul Aspect of Church Uniocon", 1924

Part of &n article ahout the court trial re. Grafton
Church

Tetter by John M. Poole, December 20, 1924, about
hr., Caven's approvel of his book

Minutes of & meeting of the Presbyterian Advisory
Council for the Presbytery of Toronrto, Necember 30, 1924

Puges 15.letter to members of VWestminster Presbyteriar Church,
to 18 Toronto, by Thomas McMillun &rd Johr M. Poole of the

Payie 19

Puge 20
Page 21
Page 22
to 25

Pasre 26
27,28

Westminster Church Assocliation, Necember 20, 1924,
aguinst union.

& Product of the Plains by R. E. Knowles - a profile
of Rev, nr, H, G. MacBeth, March 25, 1929

A profile of Rev. Joseph Wasson

Outline of the history of the Presbyterian Church
&t Qrillis

An article from the Monthly Record of the Free Church,
1928, entitled "Why I Am & Protestunt”

Account of the certenary of St. Ardrew's Presbyterian
Church, Ottawa, Japuary 2, 1929



Scrupbook on Church Urior (cortirued)

Pegre

Page

Page

Page

Pagre

Peage

bage

Pase

Pze

Page

<9

30

31

32

33

3L

35

36

37

38

An awccount of church work and "ife in South .frica -
& trip by Rev. James Endicott, July 14, 1928, from
The Daily Province, Vancouver

Tetter to The Morning lLeader by J. 4. Muckeigan
replying to a letter by Rev. S. Farley of Regina,
Jeruary 28, 1929

Tetter to The Globe by TNdwir Flard re. Methodists
grd church urion, Tebruary 3

Tetter to The Globe by 7. N. Recksatead re. & letter
by Dr, Scott, Juruary 31

Copy of &an invitatior by the Tororto Men's Presbyterian
Assocliution and the Tororto Womer's Presbyteriar Teugue
irvitirg members of the followirg churches to & meeting
or December 18, 1924: Kew Betch Church, Rhodes Averue
Church, MucPherson Church, Hogers Church, &ard Emmaruel
Churech

fccount of « speech by Rev. J. ND. Jores of Bourremouth,
Fnglund, &t Massey FHell, Tororto, Jure 11, 1929,
about church urion

An article "The Messuse of the Sundial" - & children's
story from The Presbyterlar Churchman

A rews account of the death of Rev. G. 4. Studdurt
ernedy, alius Voodbire Willie - outlire of his
l1fe und views

Article from The Irstructor, March, 1928, orn Patrick
Hamiltor, of St, Ardrew's, Scotlard

fn article about the Moderator-Nesigrete (Scotland),
the Revererd J. Werry Miller of Rdirburgh

irticle from The Tororto Star, June 10, 1929, givirg
stutlistics about the United Church of Carada

irticle about the alliarce betweer Jtely anrd the
Vatican - its sigrificurce expleired by Rev, D, (.
Soules of Alma Street Presbyterian Church, Feb, 25,
1929

Letter to The Star by Stuart C. Parker or the title,
Presbyteriar Church in Canrada

News account of the 3rd Anniversary of Rerfrew
Presbyteriar Church, May 16, 1929, from the Kenfrew
Hercury



Scerapbook or church Union (cortirued)

Page 39

Page 4LO

Page L1

Page L2

Page 43
Li., L5

Puge kb

Page L7
L8,L9

Pace 50
5}, 52
53

Page 54

Page 55
56

rage 57

Article about the private bill to the Saskutchewan
Tegislature petitionirg for a commissinr to invertigute
the operetions of the Urited Church of Cerada in
Saskatchewur, February 10, 1927

in article to say that the aforemerntiored bill was
gtaeshed

aArticle ahbout the privute bill mertiored above -
hill quushed and churches asked to consider #ll other
averues to resolve difficulties, Yehruary 17, 1927,

srticle from a church mugazire about the privete bill
nreserted to the Suskatchewur JTecislature (See the
articles or Pages 39 urd LO)

Tetter to T'he Chrictiaun “Jorld by “'rs. J. ¥, “teverson
apout «w speech by "r, 7. R. Glover erd hies remurks
about the United Church of Oaradu

letter to The Christian Jorld zbout the church
gituatior ir rnarada {writer rot ghoyr)

letter from Johr 1., Woodside, Jeruary 2, 1925, ard two
acconpanying puges explairing various tynes of ctres
artf'ected by church urion

Tetter from Andrew . Graurt, Jaruary 9, 1925, from
the Precbyteriun Ldvisory Courcil anrourcirg a
gereral neetirg at St. LApdrew's lnstitute

Three puites of nirutes of meeting of the Presbyterian
Courcil held or January 16, 1925

lotice nf & meeting of the Presbyteriar idvisory
Courcil to be held or rebruary 13, 1925, and minutes
of fthe mee*tirg of Jaruary 30, 1925, with lists of
churches which have &lready voted or church urion

t. sheet ertitled "Firanciel Fffect of urinn or Kew
Re&ch Church" sigred by Prederic!” Norer zrnd Maregaret
¥MeIrtyre of the Few RBeuch Preshvteriar fessncistior

Comnmuricaetior from the Orgarizatior Committee of the
Presbyterian Church fLssoeciation, rebruszry, 1925, with
suggeations ard forms of resolutionr

i sheet ertitled " A Torewood to Cortiruirg Procshyteriung
December, 1924, sirred by A, J. macGillivray,

Johr mustuard, Andrew . Grart, 7. H., Kogers, ard

D. P. I.. MeFerroll



Scrapbook or Church Union {contirued)

Pugre

Fa gre

Puyre

Page

Pagre

Prijre
66,

Page

Pagre

Puge

Page

Page

Page

58

59
61

60
62

63

68

69
70

71

73

Commurication from the Presbyteriar Advisory Council
Jaruary 19, 1925, givirg & form for reso’utions
trd about the appoirtment of repre-ertatives

A communication ertitled "Autocrucy or Democracy - Which?"
from the Rhodes Averue Presbyterian Association, Dec. 3,
192L, sigred byW. J. Collirs, J. F. Virtue, “rs, Yeamar,
ard . Mackintosh.

"A Pugtorul Messuge" to NDeer Purk Preshbviteriar Church
December 3, 1924, by the mirister, R. £, Herry, ir
support of urion,

Article by R. W. Dickie entitled "will thre 1'nited
Church Be Financlally Solvert?" (rot dated}

Article from The Monthly Record of the Free Church of
Scotlund ertitled "The Gresat Pyrumid” by Sir James
Simpsor

"Chireh Urion ir Curauda" &s seer by Sir Yerry Turr,
1927

Article from The Star, Jure 12, 1925, sbout a speech
by Chtrles Clayton Morrisor of the Chrietisar Certury,
Cricugo, zbout ebolighing wer and secturiariasm, to
the Gereral Courcil of the T'nited Church of ~eradsa

Brief article from The Star, Jure 15, 1925, about the
8illiness of the multiplicatior of sects, report of
speech by Nr. Charles Claytor Morrisor, ir a sermor
at Tririty United Church, Tororto

Ietter by R. J. Wilson to the Scots QOhserver poirtirg
out errors ir Mr, Puarley's letter (rot dsted)

Lnnouncement by The Christian Certury sbout projected
articles on "Why T Huve Found Life Worth Tivirng"

Lnrouncement by Errest Thomts of & rew series to
appeur in The Christian Century on Interpretirg
Caradiun Church Life

K Map of Fortherr Ortario showirg locatior of Urited
Churches ard Presbhyteriuar Churches

Hardwritten excerpt for The Christiur Certury about
sharirg missiorsry work



Scrapbook on Church Union (cortirued)

Puge 7L, srticle from The Seskatoor Daily Stur, Februwry 11,

75, 76 1927, detuiling Rev. Dr. E. H. 0Oliver's oppositior
to the privete bill before the Saskatchewen Tegislature
petitiorireg to irvestigute the operations of the United
Church of* Canadua

Page 77  Artlicle from The Saskatoon Star, February 12, 1927,
78, 79 g’virg ar eccounrt of the proceedirgs ir the Suskutchewsan
Tegigluture over the Private bil?! aforemertinred

Page 80 Article from The Helifax Chronicle, Februsry 19, 1927,
givirg the judgmert in the Saltsprirgs cace, suving
tht.t the Nomirior Lct carrot be varied

Papre 81 2 articles about the cuse of the bequects ton
Tatamegsouche Church

Tetter outlining the urior discussior takirg place
before the United Church wes formed, April 26, 1928,
writter by a "puarish miristepn

Page 82 DIrief wa~ticle from The Cempbelltor Tribure about the
Judgmert in the lewcustle cuse

Article in The &tar about the Rutherford case
and other property disputes

Puge 83 2 articles about the liewcustle cuse in Lew Brurswick
1929

page 8L Tetter by David Hunter to The Presbyteriar Churchmen
or church unrior in Erglard

Article ahout church urior ir Ycotlard

Puge 85 Article on church urior ir the Urited Stetes,
lovember 21, 1928

Tetter by A. R. Johrstor to The Globe on the use of
the rame "Presbhbvterian Church in Carada”

Pauge 86 article from The Teader, Regirz, Februsry 11, 1927,
to 89 full rews &ccourt of the meetirg of the Tegi=luture
over the private bill or irquiry irto the activities
of the United Church

Page 90 Article from The Teuder, Regira, Februsry 19, 1927,
to 93 onr the private bill in the Tegislature over the
activities of the United Church



